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A ‘FIX’ OF LIFE
FOR A HEMOPHILIAC

Bm:n use of the needla marks that dot
tha insido of his arme, 12-year-old Clif
ford Wateon Jr. of Saugues, Calif, is
affen called *The Junkia™ by schaol
mates. Bui the 50 ccs of a blood
coagulant Enown as Factor VIl which
e mainlings every [ew days ang sav-
ing, rathar than destroying, his life, Chi
was bom ‘with hemophilia, “The Dis-
aase of Kings™ (nolable victims
included Spain’s last crown princa, Al-
phonso, and Russia®s lasl czamneyiich,
Alexis Romanoy), Without his shots,
Cliff could dio from a simple brulse

When Cllff was only nine manihe ald,
a routing inoeulation provided the first
avidenca that the child was one of
25000 Amerizan hemophillacs: he
turmed black and biva trom s hig to
his knee,

Surprisingly, none of CHli"s ances-
tors ware known to have had tha

dizeagse, Alth '_‘-IJQI'I 'IBI"I'IL'.-S!II'I la = herad-
ilary, each male ollspering of camier

mathars ke Mra. Waotson has }I'Ir"' aalk
E0 chance of inheriting 1. Chif's $=year-

CHRIT Watson (i) injects conguinnis
wehich will pratesl agaksi unsaairellad
_r_..u...-d. bieeding should ha fall off his bike,



old brather Cheis, for axample, = not
afficted, F emale childien in amophil-
ac familkes, though wsually spared the
disease, are freguent cartlars of it
Cliff's two older slsters Deborah and
Doanna aro suspoected carriers, bul B-
yoar-old Darlono s nol

Cliff*s early years wera harrowing for
his parents. His father, Clitford Sr._ & re-
pairman lor the lelephona company,
accapted his son's Bness more easily
than Mrs. Waltson, who recalls thoze
years only as a time whan “we lved
irom Glaed to blead.” When he
wis 2 Sl fall and BiR through his
longue. It tooks ning days and 14 units
af plasma to stop the baeding. When
he was @ he jumped of a4 room
divider and seversly wienched his
ke, During the five-manth hospital-
ization that followad, Cliff got his first
Injection of an early form of Facior
Vill—which Dr. Judith Pool of Stanford
Madical 3chool isolated from human
bload in 1965 and which other scientisis
succesded in freeze-drying. Undil
Pool's discovery, the only treatment for
the bleading hemophiliac was masshe
transfusions.

Since 18968 ClITT has bedn laking the
formula an average of Iwice a week as
a precaution, or whan ha hurts
himael. Cliff was trained to administer
the medicing himaalf, like a diabatic,
buthe ls sqgueamizh aboul putting the
naedla in, 20 an adult does that. As
assistant patrol leader In his Boy Scout
troop, Gl goes on evarnight camping
trips—carrying his Factor Villin an
ice chest—and he iz a member of the
community swimming team.

Despite absences from school
caused by occasional injuries, Clill has
malniained a B average, and he wil en-
ter ihe eighth grade on schedube neoct
autumen. Thraugh his family's vigilance
and hiz own commaon sanoa, ho
manages 1o onjoy an almoat nonmal
Iife. But the danger is abvays there. Be-
fora he dares engage in any activity
that could easily lead to an injury
—&uch as baseball, or aven bike riding
—he must always retire for another
l.fﬂ-preﬁewlnginiaclinn.

Cliff's mathar ks & earrar of hamophlllag
his sisters Deanna (left] and Debarah, who
ks mardad ard llves awoy, moy ba, Droth-
ar Chris and slster Darfens are nal.

in avacant lot near thelr home in Saugus,
Callif,, ClHf and hia tathor onjoy o garmre of
catch with a Friches, CIHT plays with all
the wiger of an ordinery 12-year-old.
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